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CURRENTLITERATURE

NOTES FOR STUDENTS
Taxonomic notes.

—

Beccari 1 has monographed the palms of the Philip-

pine Islands, recognizing 129 species in 22 genera, besides numerous varieties.

Only 15 of these species have a wide distribution, and 5 are naturalized,

leaving 109 endemic species. The new species are 10 in number, and Adonidia

is established as a new genus. Much the largest genus is Calamus, with

36 species.

Evans 2 has monographed the North American representatives of Aster ell a,

"a difficult group of liverworts/' A discussion of the morphological features

of the genus is followed by a detailed taxonomic treatment of the 14 species,

3 of which are new.

Pennell 3 has begun a series of papers dealing with the Scrophulariaceae

of Wyoming, Colorado, and Utah, and of Idaho west to the 113th meridian,

based upon extensive field work and also upon critical study of herbarium

material. The purpose is to give for each species its taxonomic history, its

flowering season, and its distribution. The first paper deals chiefly with

Pentstemon, in which 88 species are recognized and arranged under 19

sections, 27 of the species being described as new.

Brause,4 in his study of Papuan Pteridophytes, describes 45 new
species, chiefly in Poly podium (19), Viltaria (6), Angiopteris (5), and Selaginella

(10). ' Of the 970 species of Pteridophytes listed, 597 are said to be endemic.

Brotherus, 5 in describing Weberbauer's collection of South American

mosses, describes 29 new species.

Pilger, 6 in continuing his studies of South American grasses, describes

9 new species.
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Ridley 7 has described two new genera of Malayan plants, namely Peri-

petasma (Menispermaceae) and Scaphocalyx (Flacourtiaceae).

Minod 8 has made a very detailed study of the American species of Stemodia

(Scrophulariaceae), recognizing 30 species, 5 of which are described as new.

Thirteen species are eliminated from the genus, and in this connection the

following new genera are established: Chodaphyton, Lendneria, Verena, and

Valeria.

Smith 9 has segregated a new genus (Whytockia) from Staur anther a,

naming it for Mr. James Whytock, president of the Botanical Society of

Edinburgh. It occurs in mountain forests of western China (Yunnan). The

statement is made that recent collections show that southern and western

China is rich in Gesneraceae.

Miss Currie 10 has published a critical study of Myxomycetes, chiefly

from Ontario, representing 117 species and varieties, included in 29 genera.

In several cases she has uncovered new facts as to morphology, physiology,

and distribution. In the list of species and varieties are included 47 not

previously recorded from Ontario, 36 new to Canada, and 5 new to North

America. The plasmodia of two species were observed for the first time, a

number are recorded as parasitizing fungi, and others as fruiting on leaves or

stems of grasses or herbs to which they are injurious in some cases. The con-

tribution represents a valuable addition to our knowledge of this interesting

group.

Hitchcock and Mrs. Chase, 11 in continuation of their studies of North

American grasses, have published a revision of four genera of Paniceae, with

full descriptions, details of distribution, and analytical keys. Ichnanthus is

tropical American and includes 10 species, 5 of which have been published

recently by the authors. Lasiacis is also tropical American, one species

extending into Southern Florida. It was segregated from Panicum some years

ago by Hitchcock, and is now recognized to include 15 species, one of which

is described as new. Brachiaria extends into the southern United States and

includes 5 species, one of which is new. Cenchrus, widely distributed, includes

13 species. The first two genera are revised by Hitchcock, and the last

two by Mrs. Chase. —J. M. C.
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